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Post COP26 – where now?
National plans on emissions set out at COP26 will take the planet to about a 2.4C rise. That's a best
case scenario based on the plans actually being implemented. [ref]
“It’s a fairytale that world governments will fix our climate crisis. It’s up to us.” - Bill McKibben,
environmental activist and leader of the climate campaign group 350.org - Nov 2021 [ref]

There are important implications for the WFGA and its members in that assessment. Basically we
need to double our efforts to force greater political urgency, at all levels.
And we also need to take greater personal action to create a more sustainable way of living to help
reduce the damage we are all doing – something we can do surprisingly easily. We each have far
more power than is generally appreciated. We have the power of choice, in food, energy use,
transport, banking, leisure – we have the power to change how businesses operate, even to decide
their very survival. It's up to us.
Beyond Day Zero
We'd like to recommend this set of podcasts presenting a diverse range of topics that focus on
wellbeing, environmental issues, ethical consumption and sustainability. Beyond Day Zero
investigates topics that are relevant to us all as we try to tread lighter on the planet.

UPCOMING EVENTS

All you have to do is tell us about it!
Last date for copy for the January newsletter is 23rd Dec.

Wyre Community Land Trust – booking now !
Wyre CLT have now launched their courses
programme for 2022. Lots to interest WFGA
members and the courses make good Christmas
presents too! Their new ‘Ruskin Club’ will provide
a series of taster workshops in craft and nature
conservation skills, and will be held once a month
on a Saturday morning at St George’s Farm. Gift
vouchers are available, as well as an annual
membership. For bookings and for more
information, visit their website:

Transition Kidderminster Repair Café – Sat 4th Dec
Repairs, sewing, sharpening plus refreshments. To protect our volunteers in the ongoing Covid
situation please note that we are inviting visitors to wear masks and observe safe distancing.

sharpeners hard at work

At the same venue and date, there will be a
Greener Christmas Fair.
Still time to book a table!
Email wfgall@protonmail.com

Plus the regular Kidderminster Country Market.

Transition Bewdley Repair Café - Sat 18th Dec
This highly popular repair café is at its usual St
George's Hall venue.
Bring your items from 10am. Contact John
Rhymer at John.rhymer50@gmail.com to book a
slot.

Plant a Tree for the Jubilee – this winter through 2022
The Queen’s Green Canopy is a unique tree planting initiative created to mark Her Majesty’s
Platinum Jubilee in 2022. It invites people from across the United Kingdom to “Plant a Tree for the
Jubilee”.
As part of their contribution to this Project, the County Council is creating a new woodland adjoining
Blackstone picnic site. 2500 trees were planted last winter. Volunteers are invited to lend a hand to
plant a similar number this winter.
Check the WFGA Facebook page for dates and details.

WFGA SustFest - 30th Apr 2022

It may still seem a long way off but it's a whole
month closer than it was when we mentioned it
a month ago!

As a reminder, SustFest aims to inspire and motivate Wyre Forest residents to live more sustainably
and do practical things to care for the environment. We want to encourage people to organise events
and activities on this theme over the two week festival.
Does your organisation already have an event in its programme to which it might be appropriate to
invite others? Or perhaps it's considering putting on a special activity as part of SustFest? Invitations

will be going out very soon to register an interest and take advantage of the promotional support that
SustFest will provide to make more people aware of participating organisations and their activities.

No WFGA workshop in December, time is in short supply for many with Christmas looming.
Our next will be in January. Meanwhile we welcome your ideas for future workshops. And if your
member organisation would like to host a workshop please email us your proposals.

WFGA NEWS
We have recently created a WFGA Supporters list, for those who want to receive newsletters but
don't belong to any of our member organisations. If that applies to you or any of your friends, just
drop us an email asking to be put on the list.
----------On 30th October WFGA members and Bewdley locals turned out for the St Anne's Ring out for
Climate event. Two minutes silence followed by 30 minutes bell-ringing as part of a Church of
England initiative. This was intended to send out a "warning" to COP26 that there is a "code red for
humanity". After the bells, a march … down to the Severn bridge with lamps and pots & pans as
percussion.

Local protesters on Bewdley bridge

And on 6th November in Kidderminster there was a fine turnout for the Friends of The Earth – COP
Day of Action. The march was supported by local drummer group the Drumbeatables plus XR's
Planet Medics who put on a fine performance.

Kidderminster's Dumbeatables in action

The XR Planet Medics carry out a health check

Then on 17th November Wyre Forest Green Alliance Representatives met up for a live and lively
interactive session at St Michael's Church in Stourport. Part of the evening was targeted at ideas for
a more sustainable Christmas. An interesting PDF list of 50 things to do – and not do - can be found
at this link

group breakout time

ENERGY MATTERS
Future-proofing your home is a wise investment with the ever increasing energy price hikes and
supply uncertainties. Need some hard facts on making your home more energy efficient? This LETI
guide could be your answer. Aimed at architects but containing much that will be of use to DIY-ers.
Download the Quick Start Guide PDF from the LETI website.

Community Energy schemes have great appeal.
Check out this website for the inside story on what can be achieved. Feeling inspired?

And here's a podcast interview with Andy Extance, the man behind the above scheme that has, to
date, generated 1.4GWh of electricity for local residents.

Electric Cars as energy stores
With around 1% of the UK’s 27 million households currently owning an EV, each with an average
60KWh battery, these 300,000 EVs could store an incredible 8GWh of electricity which could usefully
be used to power houses. That’s more than the Dinorwig pumped storage plant in Snowdonia, the
UK’s biggest storage facility, which stores around 9GWh. And the projected number of electric cars by
2030 is 11 million, giving a massive energy storage capacity of 660GWh. That's equivalent to the
Hinckley-C nuclear power station running flat out for a week!
But it's not so straightforward, and we need to be planning now to make it happen. Read what's
needed here
Nuclear Power under attack
Not by the usual anti-nuclear groups this time but by jellyfish. Scotland's only nuclear power station
was closed twice in one week, at a cost of over £1m a day. The jellyfish clog the water intake (not
deliberately we would hope), essential for nuclear plant cooling. More here

ECO CONSUMER
This month we shine the spotlight on Haye Farm, a new WFGA member with an impressive track
record on ecological farming. Their small herds of Wiltshire Horn sheep and Dexter cattle are
naturally fed and roam outdoors throughout the year. Their manure keeps the ground in good
condition and supports an mini eco habitat of insects and fungi. The major part of the land is
dedicated to various orchards: cherry, pear, apple, and plum. Between them they boast over 80
varieties, with some dating back over 100 years. Fruit is grown entirely naturally without fungicides or
pesticides. It is hand picked and many of the apples end up as bottled Haye Farm Apple juice.
If you have a potential sales outlet, or just want a bottle or two for yourself or as eco-Christmas
presents, please contact Stuart on 07732 489195.
Bottles can also be bought direct at the monthly Country Market at Youth House, Kidderminster.

GOOD READ OF THE MONTH
This month's book is selected by John
Rhymer, here's his review.
As you can imagine, Attenborough has visited the
most wonderful parts of our planet starting with his
first trip for the BBC in 1954. While recounting his
adventures and trips every few years, each chapter
starts with an update of World Population, Carbon in
the Atmosphere and Remaining Wilderness. This
presents an alarming and sobering picture of the
changes that have occurred to our planet.
Part 2 summarises the changes and references
Planetary Boundaries and warns of a potential future
should action not be taken. By this time I was pretty
depressed and alarmed. However I stuck with it to
Part 3, a Vision of our Future. He reminds us that
almost 50% of humanity's impact on the planet is
down to the richest 16% of the human population.
There follow descriptions of how we can save our
planet by rewilding the seas, rewilding the land,
making food production more efficient and planet
friendly and planning for the peak in the human
population.
By the time I had read this section and arrived at the
final Chapter, "Our Greatest Opportunity" I really felt
that not only was there a real chance to save our own
species, but by allowing eco-systems to recover and
get the life-support systems of our planet back under
control we could have a future that is better, healthier
and happier than our current existence.

“If like me, you have been disappointed, frustrated and downright scared by the lack of progress at
COP26 then I really recommend this book. It will give you hope and inspiration. Copies will be going
to each of our family for Christmas. And a copy to Mark Garnier MP in the hope that he will be moved
to do the right thing in Parliament.” - John Rhymer

GOOD NEWS OF THE MONTH
Aviation – a modest change of diet is all it takes.
Cuts in flight-miles of 2.5% each year would keep aviation’s contribution to global warming at a
modest 0.04C, surprising new research suggests. That's 50% less air traffic by 2050. If that
happened – for everyone, and that's the rub - there would be no need to stop flying as many selfsacrificing people have elected to do.
Unfortunately the UK, rather than reducing flights, is encouraging them with flight duty cuts and
airport expansions. The government needs to start following the science instead of its political
agenda. Failure to do so leaves future generations to pick up the increasingly expensive tab. As is the
case with so many aspects of the climate crisis, science has the solutions, governments have
somewhat different priorities. It's not rocket science! Read the details here.

And a related discussion point would be “Is it worse to fly to a conference or to use Zoom?”
This might seem a daft question but flying generates some 6% of our greenhouse emissions while
the internet generates a close 3.7% of emissions – and rising fast. The flaw in this simplistic
comparison of course is that it overlooks the number of people who Zoom, and what percentage of
the internet traffic is down to Zoom anyway, and also the number of people who fly. But it does
demonstrate that it's easy to overlook the fact that in our complex world, so many activities come with
a very significant ecological price tag.
Read more here.
–

More Good News –

A COP26 Dividend – Only two weeks after world
leaders signed a plan at COP26 to reverse
deforestation, the EU executive outlined a draft
law requiring companies to prove that agricultural
commodities destined for the bloc’s 450 million
consumers are not linked to deforestation.
Very importantly, the onus of proof is on the
importers. This will affect beef, wood, palm oil,
soy, coffee and cocoa. The EU is setting an
excellent example – how long will it take the UK
to follow its lead? Time is not on our side. Ask
your MP!
Read more here.

And if you'd like to see a more of the positive side of life try visiting the Guardian's Upside website.
Full of much-needed inspirational articles.

If you didn't receive a copy of previous WFGA Newsletters, you can download PDF versions of
them from the 'Resources' page on our website. Choose from a phone friendly version or a readily
printable laptop version.
Why not add our logo to your Facebook/website/etc ? You can download it, also from our website
Resources page.

Remember to visit our WFGA Facebook page for topical, interesting posts and for any late updates to
events – and please feel free to add your own posts or comments.
If you have a view on any of the pieces in this WFGA Newsletter this can be your platform!
Click here to visit.
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