WFGA NEWSLETTER
JANUARY 2022
A New WFGA Initiative
from: John Rhymer, WFGA Steering Group Co-ordinator

I believe it is important to move on from being depressed about
the Climate Crisis. We can all do this by taking positive actions
and moving from feeling helpless to feeling empowered.
Each month we will tackle a different theme, suggesting actions
that we can all take and invite you to make your own
suggestions.
The theme for January is reducing our impacts by making
changes to our diet. Basically this means significantly
changing the balance between plant and meat based food. If
we eat far less meat, we will have a significant impact on
reducing climate change, allow large land areas to be returned
to nature, help more people to avoid starvation and improve our
health.
I have produced more detailed notes outlining some of the
actions that we can all take, please find time to read it and
please consider which actions you can undertake. The notes
can be downloaded here.

UK must 'Walk the Talk' on climate
The government's own advisors have released their latest
assessment on the UK's progress towards implementing its
promises on reducing emissions. It wants more action not
words, especially on reducing meat consumption, flights, fossil
fuel subsidies (currently £12bn a year), and restoring foreign
aid.
So, will the government take the essential (but unpopular) long
term action or will it look to its own short term survival? A similar
dilemma faces democracies world wide.
Read the report here.

An App to Save the Day?
And soon there should be an App to help each and every one of
us to become more effective in reducing our carbon footprint.
London Councils are looking to produce their own version of a
successful Finnish app which, rather than telling people to
simply stop flying or eating meat, lets people tailor their lifestyle
in a more acceptable way – but still make a very significant
contribution. It is hoped that the app will reach that huge section
of the population that seems unwilling to make the necessary
changes – even when their own future is at stake.
Read about it here.

UPCOMING EVENTS

All you have to do is tell us about it!
Last date for copy for the February newsletter is 28th Jan.
Looking for some post-Christmas exercise?
Wyre CLT is looking for volunteers to help plant over 2,000
trees as part of their Green Recovery Challenge project with the
Woodland Trust. The aim is to diversify the tree mix in the Wyre
Forest for the benefit of local wildlife, as well as building the
forest’s long term resilience to climate change, pests and
diseases. If you’re from a local group, charity, school or
business, and would like to arrange a tree planting session with
us then please get in touch with daisy@wyreclt.org.uk
Transition Kidderminster Repair Café – next 5th Feb
There'll be no repair café in January as it falls on New Year's
day.
This popular local service will be back in February to carry out
all manner of repairs, sewing and tool sharpening.
Meanwhile a few photos from December's café.

an old technology radio in for repair – and we fixed it!

The Country Market is also having a rest in January.
Back on Sat 5th Feb at Youth House, Bromsgrove Street.

Transition Bewdley Repair Café - Sat 19th Jan
This highly popular repair café is at its usual St George's Hall
venue. Bring your items from 10am. Anyone who booked for our
session for December 18th (which was cancelled due to the rise
in Covid shortly before Christmas) will have their bookings
transferred to the same time in January.
Bewdley Bike week have kindly offered to run additional "Doctor
Bike" sessions alongside the Repair Cafe in January, February
and March to encourage people to get out on their bikes during
the winter months. Book your bikes in for minor repairs,
servicing and safety checks.
Contact john.rhymer50@gmail.com to book slots for bikes and
other repairs and sharpenings.

WFGA Sustainability Festival

Invitations have now been emailed to all WFGA member
organisations. We are hoping for a wide range of events that we
will co-ordinate to bring in to maximum visitor numbers and
avoid conflicts in timing. We anticipate a mix of walks, film
shows, open days, exhibitions, participatory events,
performances and fetes. Plus whatever we haven't thought of!
The WFGA support team will be active, raising the profile of
SustFest via printed programmes, press releases, posters,
social media, and radio interviews.
The Festival aims to promote the WFGA Aims and Principles
which can be viewed here
Put this slot in your diary now!

WFGA workshop – Wed 19th Jan 7:30pm
How a plant-based diet can save the planet - why a global
shift towards a plant diet is vital to save the world from hunger,
fuel poverty and the worst impacts of climate change.
It is led by Ronnie Lee who has been a campaigner on various
environmental, social justice and animal protection issues for
almost 50 years. He is currently Coordinator of Wyre Forest
Vegans and is the group’s representative on Wyre Forest Green
Alliance. A free Zoom event. To attend please register with
Eventbrite.

WFGA NEWS
"Green Bookshelf" in St Anne's Church Bewdley
Two of the member organisations in the Wyre Forest Green
Alliance have joined forces to create a lending library of books
on how to live more sustainably. Transition Bewdley members
have donated books to start the library off and St Anne's Church
has provided shelf-space to accommodate the books which can
be accessed whenever the Church is open.
The church is working on becoming an Eco-Church and has
already held services, discussion groups and talks on
sustainability and the climate crisis. It is hoped that members of
the congregation will borrow books to inform themselves more
widely about the challenges facing our planet and ways in
which they can address the issues both in their own lives and
also as a community.
Members of Transition Bewdley and other members of the
Alliance are also welcome to borrow the books, perhaps while
visiting the Cafe in the church. The books currently donated
include subjects such as allotment gardening, renewable
energy, sustainable architecture and approaches to sustainable
living.
If you wish to donate other suitable and up to date books,
please take them along to the church. Spare book-plates are
available to put into the front of each book together with the
name of the donor. A great way to create space on your
crowded bookshelves as well as helping others to share the
information. John Rhymer

WFGA Eco-Hub Project
Due to work pressure from elsewhere, we have lost our lead
person for this project. We appeal to anyone out there to step
up and get involved in helping us achieve this all-important
objective. Can you help us? If you think you may be able to
help, please contact john.rhymer50@gmail.com for a
preliminary non-committal chat.

ENERGY MATTERS
Time to embrace nuclear?

Climate change is driving an urgent search for alternatives for
fossil fuel based power stations, and the old arguments against
nuclear are being examined afresh especially as new ways of
dealing with nuclear waste are now being proposed. Indeed
nuclear waste could even be tomorrow's fuel. The benefits of 24
hour zero emission energy make nuclear power ever more
attractive. Have a read here and here and decide for yourself.

ECO CONSUMER
Eat well to save the world!

Here's a really interesting article showing which foods can be
most beneficial for the planet as well as ourselves. The list has
some interesting entries: sea weed, oats, locally grown fruit
and veg. And - would you believe - lamb, beef, venison (all
grass fed of course).
Read the full article and see if you agree. And how does it sit
with our January workshop theme? You decide!

GOOD READ OF THE MONTH
Silent Earth: Averting the Insect Apocalypse
by Dave Goulson Professor of Biology at University of Sussex.
“Eye-opening, inspiring and riveting, Silent Earth is part love letter to
the insect world, part elegy, part rousing manifesto for a greener
planet. It is a call to arms for profound change at every level - in
government policy, agriculture, industry and in our own homes and
gardens. Although time is running out, it is not yet too late for insect
populations to recover. We may feel helpless in the face of many of
the environmental issues that loom on our horizon, but Goulson
shows us how we can all take simple steps to help insects and
counter their destruction.” - Sunday Times

You can read an excellent resume of the book at this Guardian
website link

GOOD NEWS OF THE MONTH
A free tree for everyone – if you live in Wales!

Over the next year or so every household in Wales is to be
offered a free tree to plant as part of a Welsh government call to
arms in the fight against the climate emergency. Not only will
the trees themselves make a huge difference but it is hoped
they will encourage people to engage with the issues
surrounding the climate crisis.
Read the full article here.
Tough action of Brazilian Deforestation
Sainsbury's is one of six supermarkets putting a block on
Brazilian beef, linked to deforestation. This is seen as the only
way round the issue of cattle laundering, which occurs when
animals raised on an illegally deforested plot of land are moved
to a farm clear of deforestation to be fattened ahead of being
trucked to an abattoir for slaughter and processing. Akin to the
problem of money laundering.
Read more here.
Return of the Bison – a rewilding success

The first wild bison to roam in the UK for thousands of years are
due to arrive in north Kent in the spring of 2022. Just four
animals but if things go well we could soon see a small herd
(the site is only licensed for 10 animals). The UK is one of the
most nature-depleted countries in the world and the rangers
overseeing the project hope that this rewilding success will be a
beacon for a wider recovery for wildlife. Read more here.
And if you'd like to see an encouraging video on progress in
getting the Royal Family to rewild more of their vast estates
check out this report, from Chris Packham
And if you'd like to see a more of the positive side of life try
visiting the Guardian's Upside website.
Full of much needed inspirational articles.

If you didn't receive a copy of previous WFGA Newsletters,
you can download PDF versions of them from the 'Resources'
page on our website. Choose from a phone friendly version or a
readily printable laptop version.
Why not add our logo to your Facebook/website/etc ? You can
download it, also from our website Resources page.

Remember to visit our WFGA Facebook page for topical,
interesting posts and for any late updates to events – and
please feel free to add your own posts or comments.
If you have a view on any of the pieces in this WFGA
Newsletter this can be your platform!
Click here to visit.
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