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links not working? See advice at end

Last month the main theme was responsible animal farming. This month we'll move the focus to an
alternative form of real meat production – without using animals! It's coming sooner than you think
and will have profound implications for farming and the planet's eco-system. A world of vegetarians
was never going to happen, so perhaps non-animal meat will be our salvation. Read the latest
updates in the Future of Meat section below.

MEMBER ORGANISATION NEWS

All you have to do is tell us about it!
Last date for copy for the September newsletter is 22nd August.
(Please Note: the newsletter will be taking a holiday in August !)
Wyre Community Land Trust – volunteering opportunities
WCLT is launching a volunteer recruitment campaign to get
more people involved in their conservation work. If you have
free time to give, would like to learn new skills, keep fit and
active, or simply wish to meet new people, they would like to
hear from you.
Conservation volunteers help carry out important work needed to conserve the Wyre Forest. They
meet on Tuesday and Thursday mornings, and carry out practical conservation tasks on
various.projects in and around Bewdley. No skill or experience is necessary – you’ll get all the
training you need.
If you’re interested in finding out more and would like to have an informal chat with a Volunteer and
Community Officer, contact WCLT on info@wyreclt.org.uk

Bewdley Quakers – Meeting House for hire
Visit their new web page for full details of rooms,
rates and facilities.
If you are looking for a venue for a meeting or an
event check out the options.
Hire a room (from £3/hr) or the whole building with
gardens.
Ring 01299 405214 for availability/booking.

Transition Kidderminster - Repair Café Sat 2nd July
This popular local service will be back in July to carry
out all manner of repairs, sewing and tool sharpening.
At Youth House, Bromsgrove Street, Kidderminster.

Two visitors wait patiently at the June repair café, while seamstress Julia does some repair work on their clothing!

Transition Bewdley Repair Café - Sat 16th July
This regular Repair Café is at its usual St
George's Hall venue.
Bring your items for repair or sharpening from
10am. Last check-in 1.0 pm.
No need to book items other than bikes. If you want to book your bike in for repair or a service please
email John Rhymer at john.rhymer50@gmail.com

Bewdley Balsam Bash 2022 23rd-27th July
This annual Bewdley Civic Society Himalayan Balsam management event is usually well supported
by WFGA organisations – can you help?

Basically, it’s weeding on a large scale. Balsam can
grow over 2 metres tall and send its seeds over a
distance of 8 metres, thereby crowding out native
plants. It is non-toxic, has no thorns and is easily
pulled up. However, it often grows amongst nettles
and brambles so volunteers should wear stout
boots, gloves and clothing that keeps arms and legs
covered.

If you can spare some time, volunteers meet at the site of the old bandstand on Severnside South,
Bewdley, at 10am each day and generally finish around 1pm.
For more information contact: stevenclivebent1@aol.com

ENERGY MATTERS
Battle Lines drawn in Fight for Planet's Future
An investigation by the Guardian newspaper has identified 195 'carbon bombs', gigantic oil and gas
projects that would each result in at least a billion tonnes of CO2 emissions over their lifetimes (that's
twice as much as the whole of the UK emits in a year). In total this is equivalent to about 18 years of
current global CO2 emissions. To fully grasp the magnitude of this issue, just read this again, slowly,
to take in the enormity of it all.
The lure of colossal payouts in the years to come appears to be irresistible to the oil companies.
These firms are in effect placing multibillion-dollar bets against humanity halting global heating. Their
huge investments in new fossil fuel production will pay off only if countries fail to rapidly slash carbon
emissions. About 60% of these 195 projects have already started pumping.

In an attempt to prevent the catastrophic climate breakdown potential of these 'bombs' more than 70
NGOs and activist groups from around the world have formed a carbon bomb defusal network to
share expertise and resources in the fight to halt these projects. Our future survival depends on their
success. Read the full report here.

UN Secretary General attacks Fossil Fuel apologists

António Guterres has made a 'blistering attack' on fossil fuel companies, the financial institutions
backing them, and the governments encouraging them. He has said that the companies have
'humanity by the throat' and likened their many years of using pseudoscience to minimise their
responsibility for global warming to the way the tobacco industry used similar techniques to try to
break the link between tobacco and cancer. You can read his scathing analysis here.
The UK's approach? - when in a hole, keep digging!
Meanwhile the UK government is offering huge
financial incentives for oil companies to increase
fossil fuel production. More than £8bn of North
Sea energy projects could now be given the
green light as fossil fuel firms take advantage of
the tax break that is part of the energy windfall
tax (or as the government prefers to call it, the
energy profits levy.)
Read the details here.

91p of tax avoided for every £1 invested in exploration

UK Wind Energy stymied by Government Regulations

We have the largest wind energy resource in Europe, more than three quarters of the electorate want
more onshore wind-farms, there is an increasingly urgent need to move to renewables, yet there
remains a virtual ban on their construction in England. The reason is The National Planning Policy
Framework which sets out the government’s planning policies for England and how these are
expected to be applied. The full details of this tragic situation can be read here.

Realtime UK Energy Monitor
Follow this link below to see where our energy is coming from. On a sunny day how much of our
energy comes from solar? Not as much as you'd think, sadly.

Urine the Money!
Last month we highlighted recycling solid human waste, but it seems human urine can help too. In
certain parts of the US you can even sell it – about $1 for 5 litres. And if your water is metered you'll
save money by not flushing.
Thanks to the Russian invasion of Ukraine,
fertiliser prices are through the roof which will
have a severe knock-on effect with food prices. It
seems urine makes an excellent alternative
fertiliser.
Dilute one part fresh urine to 10-15 parts water
for application on crop plants. Or one part to 3050 parts water for use on pot plants, which are
much more sensitive to fertilisers of any kind.

Read this Q&A style article to get the background on this valuable recycling habit.

WFGA NEWS
WFGA initiative - Dealing with Climate Grief
Welcome to the next in my series of notes on dealing with Climate Grief. Are you feeling despondent about the
climate crisis and the future of our planet, worried about what lies ahead for our children and our children’s
children? Despairing at the lack of action by governments and the tendency of so many people to ignore the
situation or believe the disinformation being pedalled by fossil fuel interests? Very understandable. But we
know that by starting to take some positive action, we can move from despair and powerlessness to feeling
that we have some control over the situation. While still acknowledging our grief over the damage and threat to
our planet we can have a shared vision of how our world can and must be. If we act now and over the next few
years, we can mitigate the worst impacts of Climate Change and help create a better, happier and healthier
world. - John Rhymer

This month's topic is Rewilding the Seas. A set of detailed notes on this can be downloaded here.
Proposed new WFGA initiative
The WFGA is currently discussing the introduction of a register of local food/drink suppliers. Anyone
producing food or drink in the Wyre Forest district, for sale directly to the public, could be included
and their description would say whether they are organic, practise regenerative farming, or have
other eco claims.
If you are a supplier and fit into this outline description and would like to find out more, please email
us at wfgall@protonmail.com. Or if you know a third party who you think may be interested, please
send us their details.
Producing such a register takes effort and will only happen if there is sufficient interest. It's in your
hands!

THE FUTURE OF MEAT
Real Meat - but not as we know it!
There are about 170 companies around the world working on cultured meat (based on real animal
cells, but grown in lab conditions), but US company Good Meat is the only company to have gained
regulatory approval to sell its products to the public. It is now planning huge bioreactors that will grow
more than 13,000 tonnes of real chicken and real beef a year. It will use cells taken from cell banks or
eggs, so the cultured meat will not require livestock slaughter. The US site is due to be operational in
late 2024. Read more here.
Fearful of a countryside without animals? Fear not! There will always be a place for livestock, as part
of regenerative farming practice (more on this below) and also for habitat management.
Faux-meat - it's here already!
Meat substitutes have been with us for some years now but US plant-based food company
Impossible Foods is embarking on a mega-push to take over a significant section of the chicken
nugget market. Its marketing strategy emphasises both better for the planet and better for your
health. But can they break the real meat price barrier?
Read more here.
The Backlash has already started
While the benefits in moving away from livestock-based food are well known (at least to WFGA
members) like anything new, lab grown meat raises new and serious issues. Will the huge production
companies have too much power? What resources are laboratory-made meats consuming? What is
being “fed” to the bioreactors and where is this feed coming from? What sort of energy consumption
is involved in keeping the reactors running? What will be the broader employment, economic and
political effects of a substantial transition to lab grown meat? Will there be unforeseen and
unintended consequences? The animal based meat industry is huge – so a significant shift to lab
meat will have enormous implications. The big food organisations are not going to be happy to lose
their market so we can expect trouble as they fight to retain their profits, and even their survival.
More here.

GOOD READ OF THE MONTH
This is basically an autobiography, of a Lake District shepherd
who managed to win a Cambridge degree but went back to his
roots to carry on looking after sheep on the family farm. It gives
truly fascinating insights into sheep farming but also raises
serious issues about where we are as a society, and indeed as
individuals.
Rebanks' recipe for a fulfilling life would seem to be endless
hard work, no matter what the weather or the season of the
year. The satisfaction of maintaining a healthy flock would
seem to be ample reward.
Along the way, he also raises many ecological concerns
associated with modern food production techniques. Very well
written and a gripping read even in the absence of any sort of
plot or story line! - Geo Meadows

GOOD NEWS OF THE MONTH
Greenhouses for Solar Energy + Produce
A trial run is under way on a farm in Kent to add vertical semi-transparent photovoltaic panels to the
sides of glasshouses, allowing some light through to the fruit, as well as producing electricity.
The trial, which has received £250,000 in
government funding, has taken on more
significance since the energy crisis and the war in
Ukraine threw a spotlight on domestic energy
supplies. Read more here.

Regenerative Farming – a Devon farm's experiences
With rising costs for fertilisers, fuel, and bought-in
animal feed - all exacerbated by the climate crisis
and the collateral damage from Russia's war in
Ukraine - using more traditional farming methods
is proving to be the way forward. Regenerative
farming refers to an approach that involves
improving the health of soil and water, while
reducing tilling, growing a diverse range of plants
and produce, and keeping organic matter in the
soil to help crops grow.

There are some 2,000 farms operating this way and the number is set to increase – out of necessity!
Our nearest example is Haye Farm near Bewdley. Read this fascinating article about how one farm
in Devon made the transition. Inspirational reading.

And there's a free screening (at least it was free
at the time of putting this newsletter to bed!) of a
90 minute film from the US called The Need to
Grow showing the global issues surrounding
modern large scale farming - basically it will lead
to a total collapse of our food supply if we don't
stop doing it! And just as Importantly, it actually
comes up with stimulating ideas on how to move
forward.
Check it out here.

RECOMMENDED WEB SITES

For renewable energy generation items try these three highly recommended online supermarkets:
•

Low Energy Supermarket here

•

Eco Supermaket here

•

ITS Technologies here

And check out the awesome lowimpact.org for practical advice on all things eco, from solar to eco
retreats.
links not working?
There have been occasional reports of links not working when clicked. If this happens to you then
PLEASE TELL US and let us know:
•

which version of the newsletter (phone or laptop)

•

which newsletter issue, ie month

•

which OS (eg Windows10, Andriod 8.1.0)

•

which links (all or selected)

•

which browser (eg Chrome)

If we can’t reproduce the problem we can’t help! Help yourself and others by providing feedback.
Simple first level advice at this point in time is to try another browser. And please let us know if this
works for you.
If you didn't receive a copy of previous WFGA Newsletters, you can download PDF versions of
them from the 'Resources' page on our website. Choose from a phone friendly version or a readily
printable laptop version.
Why not add our logo to your Facebook/website/etc ? You can download it, also from our website
Resources page.

Remember to visit our WFGA Facebook page for topical, interesting posts and for any late updates to
events – and please feel free to add your own posts or comments.
If you have a view on any of the pieces in this WFGA Newsletter this can be your platform!
Click here to visit.
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