
WFGA NEWSLETTER 

March 2022

For laptop/printable version, click here 

Spring is coming – nice, but too soon!

Plants now bloom in mid-April on average, with scientists 
warning of mismatches with insects and birds which will mean 
poor or no pollination and huge fruit loss. Plus the bigger risks 
of frost damage to early fruit buds. Read more here.

Oil Companies' Greenwash Exposed

Just as many of us have long suspected, their declared green 
intentions are not matched by actions. This peer reviewed 
report lays bare the hype behind the 'low carbon transition' 
claims. The fact is that oil exploration is increasing rather than 
decreasing. Our major banks lend them the money to do it, and 
our governments encourage them with generous tax breaks. 
You can read the report here.

And recent announcements from fossil fuel companies of eye 
watering profits in the tens of billions would seem to demand 
some real levelling up such as a windfall tax. Sadly, this is 
unlikely to happen. 

Regardless, do consider what we all as individuals can do to 
improve clean energy usage by reading the WFGA initiative on 
clean energy in the WFGA News section below.

UPCOMING EVENTS 

All you have to do is tell us about it!     

Last date for copy for the April newsletter is 26th March.   

Transition Kidderminster Repair Café – 5th March. 

At Youth House, Bromsgrove Street, Kidderminster.

This popular local service will be back in March to carry out all 
manner of repairs, sewing and tool sharpening. The regular Mini
Greener Living Fair will be there too. Below are items brought in
for repair last month.

Hornby Dublo collectors' items

Vintage doll awaiting surgery

The Country Market is also back on 5th March

At Youth House, Bromsgrove Street, Kidderminster, with a good
selection of food and craft tables. 

Transition Bewdley Repair Café - Sat 19th March

This highly popular repair café is at its usual St George's 
Hall venue. Bring your items between 10.0 am and 1.0 pm.
This month Bewdley Bike Week will be running a "Doctor Bike" 
session alongside the Repair Cafe to encourage people to get 
out on their bikes. Book your bikes in for minor
repairs, servicing and safety checks here   via Eventbrite   

We hope that they will be back again in May to help people get 
their bikes ready to join in Bewdley Bike Week in June. 

Meanwhile, for other repairs, tool sharpenings etc. we are going
to experiment with our pre-Covid system where customers just 
turn up with repair items. We will limit each customer to 2 items 
for repair and 4 items for sharpening. Please continue to be 
Covid aware and respectful of others who may be vulnerable, 
wearing masks indoors if possible and observe social 
distancing. If there is a queue please return a little later. We can
recommend the hot drinks and cakes in the café downstairs.

We were delighted when the grand-daughters of one of our 
Bewdley Repair Café volunteers turned up in February with a 
wardrobe of Barbie clothes. Our sewing repairers helped the 
girls to not only carry out their own repairs but also to upcycle 
socks and fabrics to make their own Barbie clothes. This led to 
a fashion show the following day complete with cat-walk and 
music!

Night on the Town Time for Bed Another Windy Day

WFGA NEWS

First a Thank You!

Tree Planting in Bewdley
Following on from the WFGA appeal for help in February, Wade
Muggleton of Worcestershire County Council reports:

"Would you please convey a message of thanks from myself 
and the Countryside Service to all the volunteers who turned up
as a result of WFGA’s promotion of the event. All 2000 saplings 
got planted in a day and a half so a fantastic effort and a huge
thanks from us. There may be a final tranche in the Autumn that
I’ll keep you posted about. "

WFGA Sustainability Festival 

Organisations are still sending us their proposals for SustFest 
events and the steering group is busy collating events to draw 
up a programme and are planning publicity. Is your organisation
included?

Just to whet your appetite, and possibly stimulate more ideas, 
here are some of the events:

Foraging & soup making
A day in the Wyre Forest
Basic sewing workshop
Garden visit
Allotment workshop
River soundscape
Litter pick
Electric car demo
Plant-based cooking
Craft workshops
‘Hometime Shared’ exhibition

And there is now a dedicated SustFest page on our WFGA 
website – visit regularly to keep up with the latest festival 
developments here .

WFGA Initiative - Dealing with Climate Grief 

This has a different theme each month. January was about 
food, February was Reforesting the Earth, and March is about 
Clean Energy.

John Rhymer has produced a set of detailed notes around this 
topic, outlining some of the things that we can all get involved 
with. Please find time to read it and consider which actions you 
can undertake. The notes can be downloaded here.

Related to this theme is this recent report about how the gap 
between rich and poor polluters is increasing. Given that the 
wealthiest 10% are responsible for almost half of global 
emissions this is bad news indeed. Only government action can
resolve this one. 

WFGA  supports the Zero Hour Campaign to get a Climate 
Emergency Bill. Here is a link to a video explaining why the 
government's net zero targets are at very serious risk.

 
Visit the CE Bill Website for more information on how you can 
help.

ENERGY MATTERS

Are you looking for a job?

Worcester and Hereford Energy Tracers Community Interest 
Company ( WHET CIC ) is looking for people interested in 
becoming paid home energy surveyors.

Using thermal imaging home surveying techniques WHET CIC 
aims to help people insulate homes and save energy in a 
meaningful and affordable manner.

Click here to read a detailed description of the WHET project 
and find out how to apply, and here for details of the energy 
survey itself.

Spotting Leaky Premises From Space

And thermal imaging will shortly feature in soon to be launched 
satellites to detect heat losses on a somewhat larger scale, as 
in the factory image above. Full report here.

Calling Entrepreneurs in Wyre Forest District

Would you be interested in intensive, hands-on business 
support, part of which is worth £25,000, to turn innovative ideas 
for new low or zero-carbon technology into profitable new 
products? Read more here. 

Hidden cost in Move to Electric Cars

It has been estimated that banning sales of new fossil fuel 
vehicles from 2030 will lose the government £35bn in tax 
revenues. This is no trivial amount and no alternative is going to
be popular. This report outlines the options.

ECO CONSUMER

How to Reduce Food Imports...

… and improve our self sufficiency and health along the way. 
Recent research focuses on using under-utilised scraps of 
urban land for food production and some surprising figures 
come out of it all.  Read out this community action proposal 
here.

How to Toilet Train a Pig ...

.. and much much more besides, in this great article about a 
Dutch pig farmer bucking the factory farming approach. An 
inspiring read that shows the way ahead for sustainable animal 
rearing.

How Green is your Supermarket?

The consumer magazine Which? points out that supermarkets 
respond to customer demand, so if shoppers make eco-friendly 
choices and demand sustainable options, this will influence 
shops to improve.  Consumer choice really is powerful. This 
latest report gives Lidl top rating and Iceland bottom rating. How
does your own favourite supermarket fare? Find out here.

GOOD READ OF THE MONTH
Local expert Wade Muggleton has distilled 20 years of orchard 
know-how into this practical handbook to help you plan, plant and 
manage your orchard, whatever your garden size or budget. With his 
expert guidance you can have an orchard on any plot – smallholding, 
garden, allotment or yard – and make the right choices of rootstock, 
varieties, planting plan and maintenance strategies.

Not just a field with fruit trees in it, an orchard can be anything from 
an over-grazed field to a row of neat little cordons. With growing, 
harvesting, storing and preserving advice for multiple varieties, Wade 
helps you choose the right options for your needs and space, and 
provides practical suggestions on pruning, propagation, maintenance,
and eco-friendly pest and disease management to help you maximise
your harvest and minimise your outlay.

The diversity, history and heritage of apples and other fruit trees is 
fascinating, and Wade’s passion for them is infectious. Let him draw 
you into a world of apples and pears, cherries and plums; of ancient 
varieties such as quince, medlar and mulberry; and even of juicy 
apricots, figs and peaches.

Imagine having organic fruit all year round from your own little nature 
haven and use Wade’s tried-and-tested experience to create your 
perfect orchard.

And if you'd like some inspiration on how much you can cram 
into a small garden, visit Wade's permaculture web site.

Would you like to share a good book you've read recently 

by writing a review?  

Let us know!

GOOD NEWS OF THE MONTH

There's Money in Scrap – especially Lithium

car battery

The huge problem of dealing with old batteries has given rise to
a new startup recycling company, Britishvolt, based in Kent. 
Once up and running in 2023 the plant will be capable of 
recycling a minimum of 10,000 tonnes of lithium-ion batteries a 
year, equivalent to 50,000 electric car batteries. It will also take 
scrap from the new gigafactory car battery factory in 
Northumberland -  shipped down in low-tech barges. And it will 
use 100% renewable energy. All sounds very positive indeed. 
Read more here.

Planting Trees to Save Scottish Salmon

Global warming and its effect on river temperatures is slowly 
killing the Scottish wild salmon. Planting a million trees to 
provide summer shade will be a double win for the environment 
and for wildlife. More on this here.

RECOMMENDED WEB SITES

This UN site is truly inspirational. The range of eco projects 
undertaken give hope for a future. 

Check out the awesome lowimpact.org for practical advice on 
all things eco, from DIY solar to eco retreats.

And check out the Giki website to see how big a carbon 
footprint you have and what you can do to improve it.

Check out current and past energy mix of energy onto the grid 
with this useful website.

If you didn't receive a copy of previous WFGA Newsletters, 
you can download PDF versions of them from the 'Resources' 
page on our website  .   Choose from a phone friendly version or a
readily printable laptop version.

Why not add our logo to your Facebook/website/etc ? You can 
download it, also from our website Resources page.

Remember to visit our WFGA Facebook page for topical,
interesting posts and for any late updates to events – and

please feel free to add your own posts or comments.

 If you have a view on any of the pieces in this WFGA
Newsletter this can be your platform!

Click here to visit.
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